
FUTURE FOREC AS T 

I t is e stimate d t h a t the p o pul at i on of Wilson will 
gr o w f r om 28,7 5 3 in 1 96 0 to a ppro xi mate l y 35, 000 in 1 980 
This would be an a bs o lu te gr o wth of 6 , 000 ove r the pe r iod . 
During the s am e p e ri o d , the p o pul a tion of Wi ls on Count y is 
e sti mat ed t o ga i n 3 , 5 00 , o r f r om 1 960 p o pulatio n of 5 7,7 1 6 
to 1 980 p o p u l at ion of 6 1 ,0 33 . 

Th e to bacco ma rk et is ex p ected t o cont inu e t o playa 
majo r rol e in Wils o n's gr o wth . The d i ve rsi f i cat i on of 
i nd ustri e s , h o wever , is ex p ected to playa more i mp o rt a nt 
r o l e i n the futu r e. Still , i t is unlikel y th at there would 
b e any ma j or p o pul at i on gr ow th in Wi l son' s t r a d e a r ea . 
Th e a r ea is l o sing p o pul at i on and its dev e l o p ment p o ssibi­
liti e s a r e r e s t ri c t e d . Th e t r ade a r ea s of c i t i es of simil a r 
ma g n itud e a ll a r ounn i t r e s tr i ct s any fu r t h e r extent ions of 
its bound a ries . I f th e e xisting trend cont i nue s , t h e a r ea 
will h a ve a n estima ted p o pul a tion of 1 6 , 7 00 in 1 980 . The 
total p o pul at i on of t h e Cit y of Wils o n is ex p ected to i n­
c re a s e from 38 per cen t o f the tr ade a r ea i n 1 960 to a ppro xi ­
matel y 5 9 per cent in 1 980. It is estim ated that a n a ggre ­
g a te of 79, 3 66 p e rsons will b e living in Wilson's t r ad e 
a r ea in 1 980. This is an a bs o lut e in c r ea se of 4 ,278 pers on s 
over 1960 . 

TRE ND I N POPULATION FOR WILSON CITY, COUNTY & TR ADE AREA 

1 9 4 0 1 950 1 960 1 970 1 980 

City 1 9,23 4 23,0 1 0 28,753 3 4 ,088 38, 4 5 4 
County 50 , 219 54,506 57 , 716 59,5 98 6 1 , 033 
Tr a d e Area 68, 1 0 5 72, 48 8 7 5 , 088 77 , 833 79,366 

Source : 1 9 4 0, 1 950 an d 1 960 U . S . Bur ea u of t h e Cen s us . 
Pr o j ect i o ns of 1 970 a nd 1 980 for the Cit y of Wils on and 
t h e Count y of Wils on b y Pr ofe ssor C . Ho r ace Ham il ton, 
De p a r tment of Rur a l S oc i o l ogy , North Ca r olin a Sta te Co ll ege . 
Tr a d e a r ea estim a te s an d pr oje c t i on s a r e b a s ed o n Professo r 
Ham ilton's stud y . 
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